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News from Local Congregations 


United Church UCC, Cookeville, TN welcomes their new pastor Paige Pearson. 
An article in April 1th Herald-Citizen of Cookeville quoted Paige as saying that she likes 
to draw parallels between her work in health care settings and her new role as pastor. 
“In health care settings, as in the church, people walk through the doors seeking healing 
and hope... our church can provide a faith community for people who have been hurt in 
the past by other faith communities”. Paige succeeds Tom Eckert, who served as the 
congregation’s first pastor. They have just purchased the building in which they have 
been worshipping as tenants for several years. Paige is scheduled to be installed at a 
service on Sunday, July 26th at 3:00. 


First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, announced that they are seeking a full-time 
financial administrator responsible for the financial and accounting functions of the 
church. They are looking for a candidate with a master’s degree in finance or 
accounting, or a minimum of five years experience in a nonprofit environment. For a job 
description and application process contact Eunice Glover at ceo1@bellsouth.net. 
First Church also has moved its worship location back from Morris Brown College to a 
community facility they own adjacent to their church. 


Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Chattanooga, has voted to be an EarthChurch. Olin 
Ivey, Associate for Stewardship and Outreach of the church noted that “this is a covenant 
relationship with our Creator God. Articles and additional information about this 
decision and its impact on the church are available from Therese Padgett at 
(Treepaddg@bellsouth.net) 


Virginia Highland Church (A Baptist and UCC Congregation), Atlanta, is would 
like to organize a UCC Atlanta area contingent for a presence in the Gay Pride Parade 
in October. If interested please contact Andy McKinnon at 
andymckinnon@gmail.com. 


Brookmeade Congregational UCC member 
i Lauryn Ross is teaching staff at the Mungeli 
wy Christian Hospital in India computer skills 
) during her mission visit with them. See the 
attached picture. 


Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, 
announced that it has made a contribution of 
$2,000 to the support of the TAP program from their endowment fund. 


Pleasant Hill Community UCC, TN, has just announced that they have made a 
contribution of $4,800 to the support of the TAP program. 


Church of the Savior, Knoxville, announced the publication of a significant resource 
for congregations who are seeking to “seek peace with our lives”. Available to any 
congregation interested in developing their own witness for peace, it can be ordered by 
contacting Pastor John Gill at cosjbg@bellsouth.net. Church of the Savior also 
hosted a series of events concerning the death penalty, which involved UCC 
minister Joe Ingle, a member of Brookmeade Congregational UCC. Here is a link 
to an article in the Knoxville paper about the series: 
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/mar/21/discussing-the-death- 
penalty-and-faith/. 


We received word that during a time of pastoral transition, three recent TAP graduates 
supplied the pulpit at Midway Congregational UCC, Midway, GA. Deborah 
Robinson Dorothy Mosely and Sally Richardson. Congratulations to each for 
their ministry! 
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Conference News and Announcements 


The last of the five Awareness/Education 
Meetings scheduled across the Conference to 
solicit feedback on the proposed Financial 
Campaign for the future of the Conference was 
held at Midway Congregational UCC, 
Midway GA. Over 100 leaders and ministers 
have been present at these meetings, offering 
valuable input as we look to ways to strengthen 
and extend the ministries of our Conference 
financially through a_ special campaign. 
Represented at this meeting were not only 
Midway Congregational UCC, but First Congregational UCC, Savannah, Pilgrim 
Congregational UCC, Chattanooga, First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, and 
Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta. The feedback we received at these meetings 
will be forwarded to the Board of Directors at their meeting on May 15th. The Board will 
then determine the next step in our deliberations, and whether to move forward with a 
recommendation to the Annual Meeting of the Conference. 


Conference Annual Meeting Updates: 


We will have the registration materials for the Annual Meeting posted on our web site 
soon. As our plans develop, we are pleased to announce that Donna Allen professor of 
homiletics at Lancaster Theological Seminary, will be the preacher at the Theology 
Among the People (TAP) Commencement on Thursday evening, June 11th. In addition 
to having Steve Sterner, Acting Executive Minister of Local Church Ministries 
of the United Church of Christ and active in Peace Congregational UCC, 
Clemson, SC, as our preacher on Friday evening, June 12th, will be welcoming the 
choir of Victory Church, Stone Mountain. The Victory Choir has been with us in 
the past, and received an enthusiastic reception. We have word that we will be joined at 
our Annual Meeting by Alice Hunt, the newly installed president of Chicago 
Theological Seminary, Ava Blackwell, Director of Admissions at Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, Phyllis Byrd, a Global Ministries Partnership missionary in 
Kenya, and Mary Seymour of the Cornerstone Fund, a ministry of Local Church 
Ministries. We will be looking for people to volunteer from the Atlanta area UCC 
churches, who are serving as our hosts. If you would like to help, contact Gerri 
ghudson@secucc.org, and she will direct you to the volunteer coordinator for your 
congregation. 


Interested in the current financial status and challenges of the Southeast Conference? 
We are posting comments and reflections following the end of each quarter of the year. 
You can view these and articles at: http://www.secucc.org/about/financial.php. 


We received a letter of thanks from the Pension Boards of the UCC for the 
$11,420 that they received from the congregations of the Southeast Conference to the 
Christmas Fund which supports the Board for Ministerial Assistance. If you are 
interested in how those funds are used, you can go to www.christmasfund.org. 


Georgia South Carolina Association, UCC, Annual Meeting 
April 4, 2009 
Theme: “Ministry For Such a Time as This” 


The Annual Meeting of the Georgia-South Carolina 
Association was held on April 4th. Forty people 
were present for the meeting and ecclesiastical 
council following. It was graciously hosted by 
Garden of Grace UCC in Columbia, SC, which 
provided hospitality, food, and inspiring worship. 


Keynoting for the event was Associate 
Conference Minister Kathy Clark who spoke 
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i TH Wi \* ey about the sea change in church life in the last four 


decades and the call to reshape the formation of 
ministers to serve this changed church in new and creative ways. She noted our identity 
as a Conference dramatically reshaped by the call cultivates congregations which 
demonstrate a spirit of radical hospitality, justice and peace. The Ministry Issues 
Pronouncement which was passed four years ago by General Synod, and which calls for 
changes to the Constitution and Bylaws of the UCC at this Synod in 2009 is paving a 
path to the preparation for ministers for the emerging church. A foundational 
assumption of the Pronouncement is that all are called to ministry by virtue of our 
EY SafeSubscribe baptism. Some are set apart by ordination or licensing to particular ministries on behalf 
of the church. The Pronouncement provides for the assessment of people for ministry in 
four primary areas: spiritual formation, UCC identity, personal and professional 
formation, and knowledge and skills for ministry. She noted that the Southeast 
Conference will be a pioneer in living into this new paradigm. 


ae Our Email List 
Email: Hoin 


Ben Rose preached his ordination sermon at the Ecclesiastical Council using John 14 as 
his text. He called us to be witnesses to the Good News, and reminded us that this will 
lead us into confrontation with worldly ways. He was approved unanimously for 
ordination. 


During the business meeting we recognized Marvin Morgan, member and Associate 
Minister of First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, as the Moderator of the upcoming 
General Synod. We further celebrated the election of the following people to the Church 
and Ministry Committee: Beth Herndon (Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta), 
Ronnie Galvin (First Congregational UCC, Atlanta), Jetta Washington and 

www.ucc.org Carole Moss (Victory Church, Stone Mountain), Geroge Drumbor (Circular 
Congregational Charleston), Tommy Hill (Evergreen Congregational UCC, 
Beachton, GA). 


The worship service, led by Andy Sidden, pastor of Grace of Grace UCC, was a call 
to us to grow God’s disciples and tend God’s garden, and remain courageous in the face 
of those who object. 


Alabama-Tennessee Association, UCC 
Annual Meeting 
April 24-25, 2009 
Theme: “For Such a Time as This” 


The Alabama-Tennessee Association Annual 
Meeting held April 24, 25, was hosting by the 
Holy Trinity Community UCC in Nashville. 
Approximately 100 people were a part of the 
event which was notable for the warm hospitality 
of our hosts, the dynamic music of the Holy 
Trinity Choir, and the excellent preaching of 
Associate Conference Minister Kathy 
Clark, who stepped in to keynote and preach at 
the last minute when Marti Baumer of Eden 
Theological Seminary the scheduled keynote was 
unable to come. Associate Conference Minister 
Kathy Clark lifted up the theme of ministry as she had at the Georgia-South Carolina 
Association Annual Meeting. She added that the Ministry Issues Pronouncement was 
not the “dumbing down of ministry” but was a refocusing on the preparation of ministry 
to equip the ministries of the church and an invitation to a candidate into a process of 
discernment around their gifts for ministry. Ministry Issues stresses that learning for 
ministry is a lifelong undertaking. 

At the business meeting of the Association, Don Clark, a member of Pleasant Hill 
Community Church UCC, TN was elected moderator to succeed Nancy Sales, a 
member of First Congregational Christian UCC, Birmingham. Dorinda 
Broadnax of Community Congregational UCC, Montgomery was elected vice- 
moderator, and Marilyn Jones of First Congregational Christian UCC, 
Birmingham, elected Secretary. The Association also passed two resolutions, the 
first urging action on climate change, and the second opposing the use of 
nuclear power to solve America’s energy problems. 

Conference Minster Tim Downs reported that while this was a challenging season 
for all financially, Our Church’s Wider Mission (Basic Support) for 2008 was up, and 
that giving so far this year has been strong. He noted that the Southeast Conference is 
looked to as a leader in many setting of the United Church of Christ especially is areas of 
new church development, congregational affiliation, and ministry formation. He 
thanked the Association for their generous support of the conference and its ministries. 


http: //www.secucc.org/news/conference.php Page 2 of 3 


Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ - News 5/7/09 7:28 AM 


Many are aware that the Southeast Conference, UCC has been in a vital relationship 
with our ecumenical partners in the Formula of Agreement, the Southeastern Synod 
of the ELCA and the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, PCUSA. Over the years we have been 
grateful for the generosity of our ecumenical colleagues in sharing the Resource 
Connection with us as an ecumenical resource center for all of our congregations helping 
us with volunteers at General Synod in 2005, and in many other ways. We are invited to 
an opportunity to return some of the gracious support we have received. The Presbytery 
of Great Atlanta is hosting a national gathering of the PCUSA in Atlanta, a time of 
renewal and celebration for the denomination. They have asked us whether we could 
provide volunteers to stuff registration packets on Tuesday, June 9th. The 
work will be done at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Atlanta, and they have a need for 20 
people. For more information, contact Tim Downs at tdowns@secucc.org, and he will 
get you what you need to know. The Southeast Conference was proud to host a meeting 
of all the new church developments in the greater Atlanta area of the PCUSA, the ELCA 
and the UCC. This was a time of sharing and exploring the ways we can support one 
another in the important ministries we all have. 


The Conference was proud to host a 
meeting of all the Conference staff across 
the UCC who are engaged in new church 
development in Nashville March 30 through 
April ist. The program was an overview of key 
issues around new church development presented 
by Ed Stetzer, a Southern Baptist new church 
developer. His address was one of guiding 
churches to become missional and outreaching. 
Associate Conference Minister Cameron 
Trimble organized the event. 


Posted on May 6, 2009 
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Concerns and Celebrations 


Our congratulations to Randy Hammer, Pastor of United Church (Chapel on the Hill) 
Oak Ridge, TN, on the publication of his book 52 Ways to Ignite Your Congregation: 
Practical Hospitality, published by The Pilgrim Press. Randy, recently called to United 
Church (Chapel on the Hill), Oak Ridge, TN, a community church, not affiliated with the 
United Church of Christ last served First Congregational UCC, Albany, NY. 


We welcome Mike Hickcox, installed in his specialized ministry by the Alabama- 
Tennessee Association at their Annual Meeting on April 24th. Mike has been called to 
serve in the United Methodist Resources Audio Division, headquartered in Nashville. He 
is a member of Brookmeade Congregational UCC, Nashville. 


Congratulations to Anita Hauenstein, called by the Southeast Conference to her 
ministry as a therapist in private practice in Nashville on the occasion of her installation 
at the Alabama-Tennessee Association Annual Meeting, also April 24th. Anita is the 
leader of the Nashville Comma Connection and a member of Brookmeade 
Congregational UCC. 


Dorinda Broadnax was renewed as a licensed minister of the UCC on April 24th by 
the Alabama-Tennessee Association. She described her ministry as an interim minister 
at Village Christian Church (DOC) in Auburn, AL, her campus ministry at Alabama 
State, her pulpit supply at First Christian Church (DOC), Montgomery, First 
Congregational UCC, Talladega, First Congregational UCC, Montgomery, as 
well as her continuing work with Community Congregational UCC, Montgomery. 
Her license was renewed for three years. 


Cindy Andrews-Looper, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Community UCC, Nashville, was approved for a 
renewal of her license for ministry for three years. Cindy 
_ is one of three candidates in the Southeast Conference 
for privilege of call leading to recognition of her 
ordination under the new terms of the Ministry Issues 
Pronouncement Implementation. She reported to the 
Church and Ministry Committee of the Alabama- 
Tennessee Association that the congregation now has 
over 17 small groups meeting across the greater Nashville 
area, that they were proud to have grown from 90 
members three years ago to having 485 people in 
worship on Easter Sunday. They are now in the process of seeking a new and larger 
location so that they can continue their growth. 


Christophe Ringer, pastor of Howard Congregational UCC, Nashville was 
approved for a three year renewal of his license for ministry. He noted that the 
congregation continues to grow and be revitalized, that they are attracting student from 
nearby Fisk University who are drawn by the values and mission of the United Church 
of Christ. Their worshipping congregation has grown from 15-20 to 40-50 weekly. 


Reginald Holloway, pastor of First Congregational UCC, Talladega who also 
renewed for licensed ministry by the Alabama-Tennessee Association. He reported that 
the church is celebrating 141 years of caring and sharing throughout 2009, and has 
undertaken renovations to the property. They have a TAP class and have enjoyed a 
renewed sense of purpose in their ministry. 


Ben Rose, member of Central Congregational UCC, was 
approved for ordination at an Ecclesiastical Council of the Georgia 
South Carolina Association on April 4th. Ben is called to ministry as 
chaplain with Transitions Hospice Care. His service of ordination 
will take place at Central Congregational UCC, June 21st at 
5:00P. 


Karen Mann, student in care in the Georgia-South Carolina 
Association, and Music Director at Kirkwood UCC, a new 
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church start, announced the birth of Ella Grace, on April 2ist, her daughter with her 
partner Bones. 


Allen Mullinax, Director of Music at Pilgrimage UCC, Marietta, and a UCC 
minister in private practice shared the news that his mother died following surgery on 
April 30th. The funeral is scheduled for May 2nd. 
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If there is news that you wish to have shared with others in the Southeast 


ee Conference family, please contact Tim at tdowns@secucc.org. 
bY SafeSubscribe 
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Breaking News 


Annual Meeting Updates 


We will have the registration materials for the Annual Meeting posted on our web site 
soon. As our plans develop, we are pleased to announce that Donna Allen professor of 
homiletics at Lancaster Theological Seminary, will be the preacher at the Theology 
Among the People (TAP) Commencement on Thursday evening, June 11th. In addition 
to having Steve Sterner, Acting Executive Minister of Local Church Ministries 
of the United Church of Christ and active in Peace Congregational UCC, 
Clemson, SC, as our preacher on Friday evening, June 12th, will be welcoming the 
choir of Victory Church, Stone Mountain. The Victory Choir has been with us in 
the past, and received an enthusiastic reception. We have word that we will be joined at 
our Annual Meeting by Alice Hunt, the newly installed president of Chicago 
Theological Seminary, Ava Blackwell, Director of Admissions at Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, Phyllis Byrd, a Global Ministries Partnership missionary in 
Kenya, and Mary Seymour of the Cornerstone Fund, a ministry of Local Church 
Ministries. We will be looking for people to volunteer from the Atlanta area UCC 
churches, who are serving as our hosts. If you would like to help, contact Gerri 
ghudson@secucc.org, and she will direct you to the volunteer coordinator for your 
congregation. 


Interested in the current financial status and challenges of the Southeast Conference? 
We are posting comments and reflections following the end of each quarter of the year. 
You can view these and articles by clicking here. 


We received a letter of thanks from the Pension Boards of the UCC for the 
$11,420 that they received from the congregations of the Southeast Conference to the 
Christmas Fund which supports the Board for Ministerial Assistance. If you are 
interested in how those funds are used, you can go to www.christmasfund.org. 


SEC Capital Campaign Update 


“| The Southeast Conference has engaged Steve Havey of Havey & 
duaurnkniat Associates to work with us as we explore the possibility ofa 
Conference Capital Campaign. He has completed an extensive Needs 
Assessment Survey which he presented to the Board of Directors at 
our September meeting. If you would like to read the assessment, 


click here. 
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PROPOSED CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
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TAP Goes to Synod ... Again! 


For the second General Synod in a row, through the generosity of the Carpenter 
Foundation, the Southeast Conference will send five Theology Among the People (TAP) 
participants to General Synod 27 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This is one of the best 
ways to learn about and experience the UCC -- in worship, fellowship, and governance -- 
in one of its most diverse and covenantal expressions. 


The parameters of this opportunity are as follow: 
1. You must be an active member of a current TAP group or a graduate of TAP. 
(Preference will be given to current members and to those who have not attended 


General Synod in the past. All are encouraged to apply.) 


2. You must be able to attend the entire Synod (June 26 - 30, 2009). 
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3. You must be able to provide for your own meals and amenities while at Synod. 


4. You must be able to provide your own transportation to and from a metropolitan 
airport close to your home. 


5. You are asked to contribute $200 to help cover the costs of the event (payable to 
Southeast Conference and due at time of confirmation of your participation). 


6. The Southeast Conference will cover the following costs (less $200 — see #5 above) 
for those who are chosen to go: 


Registration to General Synod 

Transportation to and from Synod 

Hotel costs while attending Synod (double occupancy) 
One shared meal for TAPpers at Synod 


* OK ok Ok 


If you are interested and have these dates available, please email Kathy Clark 
(kclark@secucc.org) on or before April ist, 2009 indicating in a few paragraphs why 
you want to attend this Synod and how you will share your experiences with your TAP 
group and/or your congregation. 


Applicants will be notified of their status by April 15th. 


For further information, please contact Kathy Clark, Associate Conference Minister and 
Director of TAP, at kclark@secucc.org. 
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